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'I have believed in religious freedom more keenly and abidingly
than in anything else in my life, and I would cut off my right hand
rather than vote against the religious freedom of people who differ
from myself. If the Church of England were a free and voluntary
religious body, they would have the right, without coming to this
House, to have what religion they please. But the Church is not
a free body; it is the Church of England, and it represents the
official religion of the nation. Its Prayer Book is of the nature of
a State document, and, therefore, when it comes before us as
members of Parliament, we are bound to give it the same serious,
and I hope, unprejudiced, attention, that we should give to any
other Bill or Order that came before us. * . , The Church has to
select where she is going to stand. She may be free, but if she is
not free she must be loyal. I want her to be a free Church among
free churches. While the work of the State is too important to be
interfered with by the Church, I believe also that the work of the
Church is immensely too important to be interfered with by the
State, Each in its place is best. The State has nothing to do
with the teaching of religion. It can do wonderful things for our
bodies, it can give us a beautiful environment, it can help us to
make life beautiful and healthy in a material sense, but it never
interferes with a man's soul except to its disadvantage/1
This speech attracted some attention, and it brought upon me
the wrath of some of the clergy and churchmen in my constituency.
The local Free Church Council on the other hand, and most of the
nonconformist ministers in the district, appealed to me to speak
and vote against the measure. They assured me that it was my
duty, no matter what the cost might be to myself, to defend the
faith of my fathers, and that in such a glorious cause it would be a
privilege to be * crucified.' I did not need these passionate calls
to self-sacrifice; but I noted at the next general election, when
clergymen were busy organizing the votes of churchmen against
my candidature because of my action, that not one nonconformist
chapel or minister gave me the smallest support.
When I became a member of Parliament my reading on religious
and philosophical questions was, of sad necessity, seriously cur-
tailed, but I jealously retained the habit of having on hand at least
one book on these subjects as a refuge from blue books and parlia-
mentary papers. Nevertheless, most of my systematic reading
was done earlier. Any detailed statement concerning the influence
1 Hansard, 13th June 1928.